
12015: Our Big Opportunity

THE ISSUE

Over the last 15 years, the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) have helped define and drive global 
action towards reducing poverty, disease, hunger and malnutrition. There has been great progress in 
some areas; the number of people living in extreme poverty (on less than US$1.25 a day) has halved 
since 1990.

In September 2015, global leaders are expected to agree on a new set of development goals that will 
shape the fight against extreme poverty, injustice, and environmental degradation for the next 15 years. 
These goals have the potential to set the path to a better world, thus helping to ensure that everyone 
gets to lead a life of dignity. Building on the MDGs, the new development agenda must prioritize 
the most vulnerable and hardest to reach, and be designed to make life better for the very poorest, 
particularly women and girls. 

THE CHALLENGE

Throughout 2015, ONE is building a bigger and more impactful global movement of activists around the 
world to ensure that leaders make good promises and then deliver on their promises each year until the 
job is done in 2030. That means 2015 marks a key moment of growth for ONE Campus—this year is 
our chance to grow the movement against extreme poverty on colleges and universities in the U.S. like 
never before. 

Your challenge? Help grow and activate a movement of people who will ensure that world 
leaders enact strong development goals for the next 15 years and make sure these goals are 
kept. YOU are at the heart of making 2015 a massive success.

A SEMESTER-LONG CHALLENGE

This semester there will be one semester-long challenge, broken into two phases with two 
corresponding toolkits. This toolkit is the first of two.

There are 2 key components to this semester-long challenge.

2015: Our Big Opportunity  
Spring 2015 Toolkit: February 2-March 1, 2015 

1. Build a Local Movement: Recruitment and education

2. Activate the Movement: Advocacy actions targeting policy priorities
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•  Take the 2015 #DemandBetter pledge. Get as many 
people on your campus as you can to take the 2015 
“Demand Better” pledge by using the online tabling tool. 
You can also garner hard-copy pledges—just print and 
use the PDF pledge form (we’ll email it to all Campus 
Leaders on February 2), and be sure to enter all those 
names into the tabling tool to receive an automatic 10 
points per entry. 

     Automatic 10 points per pledge entered via tabling tool

•  Table during the week of the 15th. Table in a high-traffic 
area on campus during the week of February 15, the 
week of March 15, and the week of April 15. Take turns 
staffing the table to get as many people as you can to 
sign the #DemandBetter pledge. Get creative—play 

   on the “15” theme and find an engaging way to draw      
   passersby to your table, recruit them to join this    
   campaign, and explain why 2015 is such a critical 
   year to fight global poverty. 

    50 points per tabling session

•  Handwritten letters. Writing personalized, handwritten 
letters to your U.S. elected leaders is one of the most 
important and most impactful methods of advocating 
for an issue you care about. For this challenge, generate 
as many handwritten letters as possible to your 
school’s US Senators, asking them to support funding 
for crucial programs that work to end extreme poverty 
and preventable disease--such as GAVI, PEPFAR, and 
Feed the Future. Support for these lifesaving programs 
accelerates progress toward the new development 
goals.

 
    30 points per letter generated

•  Write on your hand. Remember when your parents and 
teachers used to tell you not to write on your skin? Well, 
you’re in college now and you can do what you want. 
When tabling on the 15th of each month, create buzz 
about the new development goals by getting people on 
your campus to write the number “15” on their hand. 
Get people to share photos of their hands on social 
media by using one of the sample messages located in 
this toolkit as the caption. Be sure to tag @ONECampus 
and use the hashtag #DemandBetter! 

     15 points per hand photo shared using indicated hashtags

CAMPAIGN ACTIONS

Your campaign actions for the first half of the semester are outlined in this toolkit.

There are lots of moving pieces to this unfolding campaign, and we’re still waiting to see what campaign 
opportunities pop up as key moments arise that will help make 2015 a year of commitments from national and 
global leaders. We want to make sure that ONE Campus chapters have the opportunity to participate in ONE’s 
campaigning efforts in 2015 in the most strategic and coordinated way possible--which means we won’t be 
releasing the ONE Campus campaign actions for the second half of the semester just yet.  You will receive the 
second toolkit of the semester, with lots more details on the exact campaign actions for March and April, in late 
February.

February 2-March 1: Build the movement

The first phase of this campaign is all about building a bigger, more robust movement 
to fight global poverty. This is our year for an organizational “refresh.” As a ONE Campus 
chapter, you’ll play a big role by getting as many people at your school involved and 
informed as possible. Phase 1 will focus on building buzz around 2015.

Need help explaining why 2015 is such an important year? Show and share the “Your World. Your Choice.” video.TIP

http://campus.one.org/petition
http://www.one.org/us/shareworthy/video-how-big-is-2015-very-big/
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•   Save the date! International Women’s Day on March 8. 
We’ll likely have an International Women’s Day related 
campaign action, so plan to mobilize around this 
important day.

•  On-campus installation. The next toolkit’s campaign 
actions will tentatively include an eye-catching, can’t-
miss installation on your campus that will help spread 
the word about the 2015 development goals. All the 
details and specifics will be in the next toolkit.

•  Media. Television, radio, print, and online news sources 
will be an important way to spread the word about 2015 
during the second half of the semester. 

•  Advocacy actions. The forthcoming toolkit will contain 
additional advocacy actions for you and your ONE 
chapter to generate—so that we can ensure our elected 
leaders make the right decisions for the world’s poorest 
in 2015.

March 2-April 19: Full toolkit to be released in late February

We’ll send you an additional toolkit with the campaign actions for the rest of the semester, 
but here’s a sneak peak of tentative campaign actions:

THE PRIZE

The top four campuses that receive the most points AND execute the campaign actions most 
thoroughly and creatively by the end of the first phase (March 1) of this semester-long challenge will:

What are the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)?
•  Established in 2000 by 191 UN member countries, these 

eight goals range from cutting extreme poverty rates in 
half to halting the spread of HIV/AIDS

•  The MDGs have specific targets and indicators to track 
progress

•  Were set with a 15-year timeline for progress

They helped to get us where we are today...
•  Malaria deaths have dropped by a third

•  More than 89% of the world’s population have access to 
safe drinking water

•  The likelihood of a child dying before age 5 has been 
nearly cut in half

•  Life expectancy has risen from 63 years to nearly 65 years

What is ONE doing?
•  New development goals to replace the MDGs will be 

announced at the UN summit in September. It’s up to us 
to make sure those goals will be good enough and 
famous enough to get the job done!

•  During 2015, ONE is calling on world leaders to commit 
to setting and reaching big, ambitious new development 
goals that will speed the end of poverty and injustice.

•  By taking part in this campaign, you can amplify your 
voices and move towards a world without extreme poverty.

•  All of ONE’s campaigns this year will rally behind these 
principles, build momentum towards the acceptance of 
new development goals, and hold leaders accountable 
to make sure the goals are financed and followed. 

ABOUT ONE’S 2015 CAMPAIGN

    Receive a prize pack full of ONE swag and items sold on the ONE Store

    Receive a ONE Campus pop-up tent 

    Earn 1 spot on ONE’s Student Advisory Board. Student Advisory Board members will kick off a full year of 
advising and shaping ONE Campus by attending a 3-day meeting and have the opportunity to attend an 
Imagine Dragons concert complete with a VIP meet-and-greet session backstage with the band.
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    By 2030 we strive to end extreme poverty, hunger, child and maternal deaths from preventable, treatable 
diseases, and ensure everyone gets to lead a dignified life enriched with opportunity.

    ONE’s 2015 campaign has three crucial strands – 1) making sure the content of the new goals is as 
ambitious as possible, 2) ensuring the development goals are fully financed, and 3) assuring that 
citizens and policymakers can follow the path from money A resources A results.

     We want inspiring goals to be agreed upon and then become famous all over the world, so the whole 
world works together to ensure they are kept.

    Women are disproportionately impacted by the multiple dimensions of poverty. 2015 is an important 
year for women and girls around the world. It is a critical opportunity for world leaders to  empower 
women and girls by supporting global policies for gender equality and women’s empowerment.

    ONE’s top priorities for an inspiring new framework include:

Women and Girls:

Women and girls will be a central theme throughout the year in ONE’s creative work, policy 
priorities, and campaigning activities. Women make critical contributions to community, economic 
and national development, contributing heavily to all areas of development (health, agriculture, 
business and more). Despite this, we know that girls and women are disproportionately affected by 
extreme poverty and preventable diseases. Current inequalities in every area of life can prevent 
them from being economically, legally, and socially empowered. Investment in women has a 
beneficial economic and societal impact, and 2015 presents a critical opportunity for world leaders 
to support global policies for gender equality and women’s empowerment.

TALKING POINTS

•  End extreme poverty, currently measured as people 
living on less than US $1.25 a day

•  Ensure everyone has equal access to opportunity, 
especially women and girls

•  End hunger and malnutrition in all its forms, 
particularly stunting and wasting 

•  Double the agricultural productivity and incomes of 
small-scale food producers, particularly women

•  End preventable newborn, child and maternal deaths

•  End mother-to-child transmission of HIV and reduce 
new annual adult HIV infections by ¾

•  End deaths from and halve incidence of malaria; 
reduce deaths from and incidence of tuberculosis

•  Ensure universal access to lifesaving medicines/
treatments and vaccines

•  Ensure universal access to affordable, reliable and 
modern energy 

•  Ensure all citizens have the opportunity to use 
information to monitor implementation of national 
development plans, evaluate how public monies are 
spent and what results they deliver
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Dear senator [insert senator’s name],

2015 is going to be an extraordinary year. This year, we get to decide 
what kind of world we want to live in.

What makes 2015 so important? This year offers unique opportunities 
for world leaders to establish new development goals that will 
accelerate progress toward the end of extreme poverty and 
preventable disease and ensure a more sustainable future for our 
planet.

As a member of the one campaign, i’ve pledged to make 2015 a year of 
action by [tell what you will do to make 2015 a year of action]. This 
matters to me because [insert your personal story for why you care]. 
But my voice and action alone is not enough. It’s going to take a 
chorus of voices from around the globe to encourage world leaders to 
raise their ambitions. We need strong commitments from our leaders 
to keep the world moving forward.

How can you help? As a leader yourself, your voice is especially 
powerful, and you will have opportunities to support strong funding for 
lifesaving programs such as gavi, pepfar and feed the future that will 
push us closer to meeting our goals. I’m asking you to strongly 
support and fund these programs. 

The facts show that extreme poverty has already been cut in half and 
can be virtually eliminated by 2030, but we have to finish the job. 
Please don’t stand on the sidelines for the important moment in 
history; stand with me and our 6 million global members as we push 
the world closer to being a place where all people can lead good and 
dignified lives enriched with opportunity.

2015 is the year we demand a better world. I hope i can count on you to 
join me. Please support strong funding for critical u.s. programs 
that effectively fight extreme poverty and preventable disease.

Sincerely,

[your signed name]
[your printed name]
[address]

    ONE is a nonpartisan grassroots 
campaign and advocacy organization 
backed by more than 3 million people 
globally who are committed to the 
fight against extreme poverty and 
preventable disease, particularly in 
Africa. It is made up of Democrats, 
Republicans, Independents, students, 
parents, people of all faiths and those 
who profess no faith.

    ONE holds world leaders accountable 
for the commitments they’ve made to 
fight extreme poverty and campaigns 
for better development policies, more 
effective aid, and trade reform.

     ONE also supports greater 
democracy, accountability, and 
transparency in developing countries 
so resources can most effectively be 
deployed.

    ONE achieves change through 
advocacy, awareness, and action. 
ONE works closely with policy experts, 
African leaders, and anti-poverty 
campaigners to mobilize public 
opinion in support of tested and 
proven solutions.

ABOUT ONE RESOURCES

Sample Letter 

Ask your Senators to support strong funding for critical U.S. 
programs that fight poverty and disease.
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RESOURCES

Sample Social Media Messages 

Post a photo of your hand with the number “15” on it and use one of the following sample 
messages as the caption:

INSTAGRAM:
     Choose the world you want to live in. In 2015, we have a unique chance to 

demand a better world. Our leaders will make a new global plan that could end 
extreme poverty for good. Join @ONECampus and make a pledge to build the 
world we want to live in. bit.ly/1EsEzgW #DemandBetter #ONECampus 

     We’re building a movement of people who will use the power of their voice to do 
more and demand better from our leaders. We’ve never needed you more. Join 
@ONECampus and make your pledge today. bit.ly/1EsEzgW  #DemandBetter 

TWITTER:
     Join @ONECampus and millions of others around the world to #DemandBetter 

for the world’s poorest this 2015. Pledge todayA bit.ly/1EsEzgW

     In 2015, I’m going to do more & #DemandBetter for the world. Will you join me? 
bit.ly/1EsEzgWj @ONECampus

    2015 is the year to be demanding. @ONECampus is telling world leaders to do 
more! What do you demand? bit.ly/1EsEzgW

FACEBOOK:
     In 2015 we have a unique chance to demand a better world. Our leaders will 

make a new global plan that could end extreme poverty for good! Join 
#ONECampus and make a pledge to build the world we want to live in at 

      bit.ly/1EsEzgW @ONECampus

     We’re making 2015 the year we do more and #demandbetter from our leaders. 
Join @ONECampus and take the pledge: bit.ly/1EsEzgW

    Since when was being demanding a bad thing? This year, I am demanding 
better from world leaders. They have a chance to make a plan that could end 
extreme poverty for good. Join @ONECampus by making a pledge for a better 
world at bit.ly/1EsEzgW
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